The Director General
Private Bag X895
Pretoria
0001
XXth November 2017
Attention: Adv. TD Rudman
Dear Adv. Rudman,
Draft BASIC EDUCATION LAWS AMENDMENT BILL – Comments.
[NOTE 1: PLEASE USE YOUR OWN WORDS, USE THIS TEMPLATE MERELY AS A GUIDE]

[NOTE 2: PLEASE RESEARCH THE RELEVANT SECTIONS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS HERE: https://goo.gl/VASBU8]


Executive Summary

[YOU SHOULD WRITE THIS LAST IT IS A SUMMARY OF YOUR KEY POINTS]


[WHILE THE BILL DOES NOT DIRECTLY ADDRESSS SUPPLIERS YOU WISH TO RAISE CONCERNS AND ASK FOR THEM TO BE CONSIDERED] 

[EXPRESS YOUR CONCERN THAT SUPPLIERS HAVE NOT BEEN CONSULTED WHILE THE BILL WAS BEING DRAWN UP. THE FINANCIAL IMPACT OF THE LAW DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AND THIS IS A MAJOR OVERSIGHT IN THE CONSULTATION PROCESS]

[ASK THAT SUPPLIERS NOW BE IN INCLUDED IN THE PROCESS] 
		
Background

[GIVE A BRIEF BACKGROUND ON YOUR COMPANY] 

[WHAT GOODS/SERVICES DOES YOUR COMPANY PROVIDE TO THE HOMESCHOOLING AND/OR EDUCATIONAL SECTOR]

[EXPLAIN YOUR MOTIVATION FOR STARTING A COMPANY]

[HOW BIG IS YOUR COMPANY/HOW MANY PEOPLE DO YOU EMPLOY/IS IT YOUR SOLE SOURCE OF INCOME]

[HOW LONG HAS YOUR COMPANY EXISTED]

[WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. GROWTH/EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES CREATED]




Substantive Comments
[YOU CAN USE THE HEADINGS NOT IN SQUARE BRACKETS EXACTLY AS THEY ARE. DO HOWEVER RESTATE THE SECTIONS IN THE SQUARE BRACKETS THAT APPLY TO YOUR BUSINESS IN YOUR OWN WORDS]

General
[THE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL WILL MAKE HOMESCHOOLING MORE EXPENSIVE, LESS POPULAR AND LESS EFFECTIVE. THIS WILL MEAN HOMESCHOOLERS WILL PURCHASE LESS FROM PROVIDERS OF HOMESCHOOLING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES. THIS WILL MEAN BUSINESSES CAN EMPLOY LESS STAFF, PAY LESS TAX AND WILL UNDERMINE THE ABILITY OF BUSINESSES TO USE THEIR SA OPERATIONS AS MEANS TO FUND EXPORT EFFORTS]

Legal Support: [AS THESE PROVISIONS WILL IN NO WAY IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF HOME EDUCATION THEY WILL MERELY LIMIT THE RIGHTS OF PARENTS AND THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS TO TRADE  FREELY THEREFORE THEY CREATE AN UNDUE IMPOSITION WHICH IS IN VIOLATION OF SECTION  22 OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS “EVERY CITIZEN HAS THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE THEIR TRADE, OCCUPATION OR PROFESSION FREELY. THE PRACTICE OF A TRADE, OCCUPATION OR PROFESSION MAY BE REGULATED BY LAW”.]

s(51)(1) &( 2) Registration
[PARENTS WILL HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL PERMISSION IS GRANTED. CHILDREN WILL THEN HAVE TO STAY IN SCHOOL WAITING FOR PERMISSION, FOR MONTHS OR IN THE CASE OF DISPUTES FOR YEARS. PARENTS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PLAN FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION AS THEY WILL NOT KNOW IF AND WHEN PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED. PARENTS WILL DELAY PURCHASING DECISIONS UNTIL THEY ARE CERTAIN THEIR CHILDREN HAVE BEEN REGISTERED. THIS WILL DISRUPT BUSINESS PLANNING LEADING TO HIGHER IMPORT COST AND DELAYS. PARENTS WILL HAVE TO PAY MORE FOR MATERIALS. LESS MONEY TO SPEND ON THEIR CHILD’S EDUCATION. PARENTS MAY THEN HAVE TO WAIT WHILE MATERIAL ARRIVES FROM OVERSEAS. PLEASE STATE IF PARENTS HAVE PUT ORDERS ON HOLD ARE RELUCTANT TO BUY. WE ARE ALREADY SEEING ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS THAT JUST THE UNCERTAINITY AROUND THE ACT IS LEADING TO PEOPLE PUTTING OFF ORDERING.]

Legal support:  [SECTION 28(2) OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONSTITUTION. “A CHILD’S BEST INTERESTS ARE OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE IN EVERY MATTER CONCERNING THE CHILD.”]

51(2)(d)(iii)& (iv) Annual Assesments
[THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT ANNUAL ASSESSMENTS BY EXTERNAL ASSESSORS SERVE ANY EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE. THEY WILL BE COSTLY TO HOMESCHOOLING PARENTS. MANY PARENTS CHOOSE HOME EDUCATION BECAUSE IT IS AN AFFORDABLE MEANS TO PROVIDE THEIR CHILDREN WITH AN EDUCATION. ADDITIONAL COSTS THAT SERVE NO PRACTICAL PURPOSE WILL LEAD TO PARENTS PURCHASING FEWER MATERIALS/SERVICES TO SUPPORT THEIR HOMESCHOOLING]

Legal Support: [THIS DOES NOT MEET THE CRITERIA OF THE LIMITATIONS CLAUSE (SECTION 36) IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS.] 

s51(2)(c) National Curriculum
[STATE IF THE CURICULUM/MATERIALS YOU SUPPLY WOULD NO LONGER BE PURCHASED IF HOME SCHOOLERS HAVE TO FOLLOW CAPS. EXPLAIN WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO YOUR COMPANY. STATE IF THE CURRICULUM/MATERIALS YOU SUPPLY IN ANY WAY AID PARENTS EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF RELIGION, BELIEF AND OPINION. EXPLAIN THAT THE ADOPTION OF THE CAPS CONTENT WILL LIMIT THEIR TIME AND RESOURCES TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHTS. STATE THAT HAVING TO COMPLY WITH CAPS WILL LIMIT YOUR RIGHTS UNDER SECTION 16(1)(B) “FREEDOM TO RECEIVE OR IMPART INFORMATION OR IDEAS”]


Legal support: [IN VIOLATION OF SECTIONS 15(1) “FREEDOM OF RELIGION, BELIEF AND OPINION”
AND 16(1)(B) “FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION” OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONSTITUTION.]

s51(6)  School leaving qualifications
[STATE IF ANY OF THE CURRICULA/MATERIALS YOU SUPPLY WILL BE USED BY YOUR CLIENTS TO OBTAIN ANALTERNATIVE MATRIC. PROHIBITING THAT MATRIC WILL THEREFORE HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON YOUR BUSINESS.]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Legal support: [SAME AS GENERAL I.E. SECTION 22 OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS] 

Conclusion
[RESTATE THE TWO KEY POINTS FROM THE BACKGROUND AND THE TWO KEY POINTS FROM THE COMMENT SECTION]
[STATE HOW YOU WANT THE DBE TO RESPOND]
[THE HOME EDUCATION PROVISION IN THE BILL SHOULD BE REMOVED AND AN INCLUSIVE CONSULTATION PROCESS NEEDS TO BE STARTED]
[YOU RESERVE YOUR RIGHT TO MAKE FURTHER SUBMISSIONS] 
[YOUR NAME]
[E-MAIL ADDRESS]
[TEL. NO.]
[POSTAL ADDRESS]
